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REMARKS 

In the Office Action mailed June 29, 2005, the Examiner noted that claims 1-27 were 
pending and rejected all claims. Claims 1, 21, 24 and 25 have been amended, and, thus, in 
view of the forgoing claims 1-27 remain pending for reconsideration which is requested. No new 
matter has been added. The Examiner's rejections are traversed below. 

In the Action the Examiner rejected all claims over Fann and Ulvr or with Maltsev or 
Ouchi or Harada. 

Ulvr, which the Examiner compares to the character dividing of the present invention, 
divides the bar code into regions, such as a start area, an ID, etc. and defines the bar elements 
H, D, A and T based on a possible triplet of an tracker, ascender and descender. 

Fann, which the Examiner compares to the pattern converting of the present invention, 
converts a bar code into a base four value and the base four value into a character using a table 
for multi-byte characters. 

In contrast, the present invention divides a scan of a bar code into character areas based 
on inflection points in a pixel gray scale value of the scan and determines the characters of the 
character areas by dividing the character areas into modules and comparing the gray scale 
values associated with modules to a reference gray scale value with the converting being 
responsive to the comparing (see claims 1 , 21 , 24 and 25). 

Fann and Ulvr, taken together or alone, do not teach or suggest such. 

Maltsev, Ouchi and Harada add nothing to Fann and Ulvr with respect to the above- 
discussed features. 

It is submitted that the claims are not taught, disclosed or suggested by the prior art. The 
claims are therefore in a condition suitable for allowance. An early Notice of Allowance is 
requested. 
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Serial No. 10/681,150 
If any further fees, other than and except for the issue fee, are necessary with respect to 
this paper, the U.S.P.T.O. is requested to obtain the same from deposit account number 19- 
3935. 

Respectfully submitted, 



STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



Date: 




1201 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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